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THE TEXT

I. FIRST PSALM, WINE THAT MAKES

...wine that makes the heart of man glad,

oil to make his face to shine,

and bread that strengthens man's heart.

The earth is filled with the fruit of your works.
[Psalm 104: 15,13]

Il. SECOND PSALM, THEY THAT SOW

They that sow in tears shall reap with shouts of joy.
He that goes forth weeping,

bearing seed for sowing,

shall come home with joy,

bringing his sheaves with him.

[Psalm 126: 5-6, 4]

lll. FIRST LAMENTATION, ON THE GROUND

On the ground in silence sit the old men of daughter Zion;
They have cast up dust on their heads and gird
themselves with sackcloth.

The maidens of Jerusalem bow their heads to the ground.
[Lamentations 2:10]

IV. SECOND LAMENTATION, MOTHER'S ARMS

They ask their mothers,

"Where is the cereal?" in vain,

as they faint away like the wounded
in the streets of the city,

and breathe their last

in their mother's arms.
[Lamentations 2:12]

V. THIRD PSALM, LET THE HEAVENS

Let the heavens rejoice, and let the earth be glad,
Let the sea roar, and all that fills it;

Let the field exult, and everything in it

Then all the trees of the woods will rejoice.
[Psalm 96:11-12, 2]

VI. FOURTH PSALM, ENTER HIS GATES

Enter his gates with thanksgiving,

And his courts with praise.

Give thanks to him and praise his name.

For the Lord is good his mercy is everlasting.
Shout for joy to the Lord

And serve with gladness:

Come before his presence singing.

[Psalm 100: 4-5, 1-2]



VII. FIRST CANTICLE, COME AWAY

My beloved speaks and says to me:

"Arise, my love, my fair one, come away with me;
for lo, the winter's past, the rain is.over,

and the flowers bloom throughout the land.

The time of singing has begun,

the cooing of the doves is heard,

and figs begin to ripen;airis-fragrant.

So arise, my love, my fairone, come away with me.
Arise, my love, my fair one, come away with me, O
come away.

“You are a dove that hides in cracks of rocks
and hides in secret places in the crannies of the
rock.

Show me your face,

and let me hear your voice,

for you are lovely,

and your voice enchants me and is sweet .
Catch us the foxes, catch the little foxes
plundering the vineyards

for our vines have tender grapes.”

My love belongs to me, and | to him;

he feeds his flock among the lilies as he pastures
them.

Until the day breathes cool and shadows lengthen,
roam, my lover,

Like a stag upon the rugged hills.

[Song of Songs 2: 10-17]

ViIl. SECOND CANTICLE, WHILE | SLEPT

While | slept my heart was awake, keepingvigil

| heard my beloved; he's knocking and saying,
"Please openito me, my.beloved, my fair one,
for my head is wetwith the dampness of night.”

| have taken off my robe,
am | then to put it on?

| have bathed my feet,
must | then soil them again?

My lover thrust his hand through the hole of the
door,

my heart pounded, | trembled,

and | grew faint when he spoke.

| was thrilled he was near.

| rose up to open
to let my beloved come in
and my hands dripped with myrrh,

VIII. (CONTINUED)

and my fingers were dripping of wetness
as | grasped the handle, the bolt of the lock;
ittoo;dripped of from the myrrh.

| opened to my love

but he had already departed and gone
[so] I sought him but | could not find him;
| called him, but he gave no answerto me.
[Song of Songs 5:2-6]

IX. THIRD CANTICLE, DEEP WATERS

Deep waters cannot quench love,

nor floods sweep it away.

Were one to offer all he owns to purchase love,
he would be roundly mocked.

[Song of Songs 8:7]

X. FOURTH CANTICLE, GIVE YOU MY LOVE

Come, my beloved, let’s go out into the fields,
Let's lodge in the villages.

Let's go early to the vineyards

to see if the vines have budded

if the blossoms have opened.

There | will give you my love.

[Song of Songs 7:12-13]

XI. FIFTH CANTICLE, SET ME AS A SEAL

Set.me as a seal on your heart,
As a seal on your arm;

For love is strong as death,
passion is cruel as the grave;
It burns like a blazing fire,

like a mighty flame.

[Song of Songs 8:6]
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